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ENNISS,  WIREMAN  ARE  MAIN  SPEAKERS 
AT  COLUMBIA'S  138TH  GRADUATION 


a»5«r 


Leaders,  graduates,  and  guests  join  in  opening 
hymn  for  the  CTS  commencement  service  held 
in  Columbia  Presbyterian  Church,  Sunday, 
June  6. 

Professor,  Two  Deans 
Appointed  By  Board 

Loring,  Cousar 
and  Riviere 

Two  deans  and  a  professor  were  ap- 
pointed at  the  May  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Directors. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Blanton  Cousar 
will  become  dean  of  academic  affairs, 
and  the  Rev.  A.  Milton  Riviere  will  as- 
sume the  duties  of  dean  of  ministry  de- 
velopment, both  on  July  1. 

Mr.  Eduard  N.  Loring  will  become 
assistant  professor  of  American  Chris- 
tianity and  ethics  Sept.  1. 

As  dean  of  academic  affairs.  Dr.  Cou- 
sar will  supervise  academic  affairs  and 
the  first  professional  degree  programs.  As 
dean  of  ministry  development,  Mr.  Rivi- 
ere will  be  responsible  for  the  graduate 
degree,  continuing  education,  and  field 
education  programs. 

Mr.  Loring  is  a  graduate  of  Presby- 
terian College  (S.  C.)  with  a  B.  A.,  and 
received  the  B.  D.  degree  cum  laude  with 
honors  in  American  theology  from  Co- 
lumbia Seminary.  He  was  awarded  an 
M.  A.  degree  from  Vanderbilt  University 
May  30,  and  is  a  candidate  for  the  Ph.  D. 
degree  at  the  same  institution. 


Columbia  Theological  Seminary  award- 
ed degrees  to  46  graduates  at  its  138th 
commencement  on  Sun.,  June  6. 

Board  of  Directors  Chairman  J.  Davi- 
son Philips  conferred  the  degrees  and 
certificates.  President  J.  McDowell  Rich- 
ards, Acting  Dean  of  Students  Jack  B. 
McMichael,  and  Dean  C.  Benton  Kline 
assisted  with  the  presentation  of  diplomas 
and  hoods. 

Dr.  Billy  O.  Wireman,  president  of 
Florida  Presbyterian  College,  told  the 
graduates  they  must  "understand  that  the 
increasing  secularization  of  American  so- 
ciety will  force  new  and  unprecedented 
challenges  on  the  Church".  He  urged 
them  to  recognize  their  obligation  to  see 
that  "the  spiritual  dimensions  of  poverty, 
racism,  environment,  war,  and  oppres- 
sion are  examined  against  a  Christian 
backdrop". 

Under  the  title  of  "The  Crisis  in 
Authority",  Dr.  Wireman  said  that  "au- 
thority in  the  future  must  be  based  on 
the  authority  of  truth,  the  authority  of 
integrity,  the  authority  of  expertise,  the 
authority  of  honesty — in  short,  the  au- 
thority represented  in  the  life  of  Christ". 
He  suggested  that  the  crisis  in  authority 
will  be  resolved  by  bringing  liberated 
human  beings  into  the  full  search  for 
answers  to  questions  about  the  meaning 
of  being  human.  Christian,  and  American. 

Dr.  Wireman  stated  that  the  answers 
to  these  questions  will  be  answered  by 
the  seniors'  influence  as  leaders  of  the 
Church. 

In  the  earlier  baccalaureate  service  at 
Central  Presbyterian  Church,  the  Rev. 
P.  C.  Enniss,  preaching  on  "Folk  Re- 
ligion," cautioned  the  graduates  that  "if 
your  ministry  promises  to  be  anything 
more  than  another  caretaker  of  the  cul- 
tural system,  your  first  question  will  con- 
tinually be:  Is  my  value  system  that  of 
the  culture  or  that  of  Christ?" 

Stating  that,  throughout  history,  the 
culture  is  always  trying  to  possess  the 
Church  and  seduce  its  ministry,  Mr.  En- 
niss told  the  men  and  women  their 
"orientation  to  the  folk  religion  will  be 
subtle,  persistent,  and  offering  comfort- 


ing compensations".  He  further  said  that 
"American  Protestantism  has  a  kernel  of 
Christian  truth  encrusted  through  the 
years  with  a  coating  of  cultural  clutter 
and  it  is  shaped  more  by  this  influence 
or  sociological  phenomenon  than  by 
Christian  truth". 

Telling  his  listeners  that  "the  whole 
revolt  of  today  is  an  attempt  to  say  that 
what  is  important  is  human  values",  Mr. 
Enniss  reminded  the  congregation  of 
Central  Presbyterian  Church  and  Co- 
lumbia Seminary  people  that  "Jesus  al- 
ways stands  as  the  standard  by  which 
the  culture  is  judged,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  culture  has  always  acted  as  if  it 
owned  religion". 

Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  Mr.  Enniss  received 
a  Columbia  B.  D.  in  1958  and  a  Th.  M. 
in  1970. 

At  the  conferring  of  degrees,  five 
Master  of  Theology  degrees  were  given, 
36  Master  of  Divinity,  1  Bachelor  of  Di- 
vinity, 1  English  diploma,  2  Master  of 
Christian  Education,  and  1  special  cer- 
tificate. 

Six  hundred  and  thirteen  Columbia 
Seminary  B.  D.  graduates  elected  to  re- 
ceive the  M.  Div.  degree  at  the  1971  com- 
mencement exercises  upon  action  of  the 
faculty  and  the  Board  of  Directors.  Four 
men  were  present  at  Columbia  Presby- 
terian Church  to  receive  their  diplomas. 

The  Master  of  Divinity  was  designated 
the  basic  theological  degree  by  the  Amer- 
ican Association  of  Theological  Schools 
in  June  of  1970. 

Of  those  graduates  receiving  a  first 
professional  degree  (M.  Div.  or  M.  C.  E.), 
66%  will  enter  the  pastorate  or  a  spe- 
cialized ministry,  nearly  15%  will  pursue 
graduate  study,  and  the  remainder  have 
not  yet  made  final  plans.  (See  pages  2 
and  3.) 

The  commencement  weekend  events 
marked  the  "graduation"  of  Dr.  Richards 
from  the  presidency  of  the  seminary. 
When  he  retires  on  June  30,  he  will 
have  completed  nearly  39  years  in  the 
leadership  of  the  school.  He  will  be  suc- 
ceeded by  Dean  C.  Benton  Kline. 


John  L.  Akers 


Richard  F.  Altork 


Wayne  D.  Griffin 


Dan  Hagan 


John  D.  Sharp 


Albert  D.  Shaw 


William  R.  Anderson 


James  H.  Banbury 


George  W.  Johnson 


Fred  L.  Keith 


Dennis  W.  Short 


Robert  S.  Smith 


Raymond  D.  Barfield  Theodore  Blackwell 
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Potrick  J.  Willson 


Albert  F.  Wyllie 


E.  Barbara  Yonteck 


MASTER  OF  DIVINITY 
JOHN  L.  AKERS 

undecided 

RICHARD  F.  ALTORK,  assistant 

pastor,  First  Presbyterian  Church 

Thomasville,  Georgia 

Wn^LIAM  R.  ANDERSON,  pastor 

Canton  Presbyterian  Church 

Canton,  North  Carolina 

JAMES  H.  BANBURY 

undecided 

RAYMOND  D.  BARFIELD,  pastor 

First  Presbyterian  Church, 

Highlands,  North  Carolina 

THEODORE  BLACKWELL 

undecided 

RONALD  A.  BOTSFORD,  pastor 

Bremen  and  Tallapoosa  Churches 

Tallapoosa,  Georgia 

GARY  L.  BRYANT,  associate  pastor 

First  Presbyterian  Church 

Lumberton,  North  Carolina 


D,  BRECKINRIDGE  CASTLEMAN 

assistant  pastor,  Canal  Street  Presbyterian 

Church,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

LINDSEY  COLLINS,  teacher 

(not  pictured) 

McCallie  School,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

BRUCE  E.  DAVIS,  assistant  pastor 

DAN  HAGAN 

undecided 

First  Presbyterian  Church 

Augusta,  Georgia 

D.  MELVIN  DAVIS,  national  parks 
ministry,  Mt.  McKinley  Park,  Alaska 

JAMES  D.  GAILLARD 

undecided 

WAYNE  D.  GRIFFIN,  Georgia 
Regional  Hospital,  Atlanta,  Georgia 

GEORGE  W.  JOHNSON,  pastor 
First  Presbyterian  Church 
Ft.  Valley,  Georgia 


FRED  L.  KEITH,  pastor 

Bethel  Presbyterian  Church 

Northport,  Alabama 

JOHN  W.  LARSON,  pastor 

First  Presbyterian  Church 

Amory,  Mississippi 

TOMMIE  G.  MALONE,  associate  pastor 

Westminister  Presbyterian  Church 

Spartanburg,  South  Carolina 

BILLY  J.  MARTIN,  pastor 

Etowah  Presbyterian  Church 

Etowah,  North  Carolina 

JOHN  K.  McCALLUM,  pastor 

First  Presbyterian  Church 

Pontotoc,  Mississippi 

DAVID  L.  McDonald,  pastor 

Todd  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church 

Laurens,  South  Carolina 

L.  WAYNE  MEREDITH,  staff 

Henry  Grady  Hospital,  Atlanta,  Georgia 

(not  pictured) 


Ronald  A.  Botsford 


Billy  J.  Martin 


Gary  L.  Bryant 


D.  B.  Costleman 


Bruce  E.  Davis 


D.  Melvin  Davis 


James  D.  Gaillard 


John  K.  McCallum  David  L.  McDonald  Robert  S.  Miles 


Bonita  Nelson 


Daniel  K.  Shaddock 


D.  S.  Templeton,  Jr.  Kenneth  J.  Terrell  James  J.  Therrell 


AN 

Jose  Vera-Acevedo 


Thomas  M.  Verdery 


James  0.  Watkins 


I  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

Class  of  1971 


ROBERT  S.  MILES,  assistant  pastor 
Morningside  Presbyterian  Church 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

DANIEL  K,  SHADDOCK,  pastor 
First  Baptist  Church,  Forsyth,  Georgia 

JOHN  D.  SHARP,  evangelist 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

ALBERT  D.  SHAW,  pastor 
Comfort  Presbyterian  Church 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 

DENNIS  W.  SHORT,  graduate  study 

ROBERT  S.  SMITH,  associate  pastor 
Memorial  Drive  Presbyterian  Church 
Stone  Mountain,  Georgia 

HARRY  C.  STAFFORD,  graduate  study 

BRYAN  C.  STAMPER,  graduate  study 

DAVID  S.  TEMPLETON,  JR.,  assistant 
pastor,  Myers  Park  Presbyterian  Church 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina 


KENNETH  J.  TERRELL,  pastor 
Chickamauga  and  Morton  Memorial 
Presbyterian  Churches 
Chickamauga,  Georgia 
JAMES  J.  THERRELL,  pastor 
Mills  River  Presbyterian  Church 
Horseshoe,  North  Carolina 
JOSE  VERA-ACEVEDO 
undecided  (special  certificate) 
THOMAS  MARK  VERDERY,  pastor 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd 
Anniston,  Alabama 

JAMES  O.  WATKINS,  pastor 

Stockbridge  Presbyterian  Church 

Stockbridge,  Georgia 

PATRICK  J.  WILLSON 

Georgia  Regional  Hospital 

Atlanta,  Georgia 

E.  BARBARA  YONTECK,  assistant 

pastor,  Enslow  Park  Presbyterian  Church 

Huntingon,  West  Virginia 


ALBERT  F.  WYLLIE,  pastor 
Williamston  Presbyterian  Church 
Williamston.  South  Carolina 
(English  diploma) 

(not  pictured) 

MASTER  OF  CHRISTIAN 
EDVCATIOIS 
BONITA  NELSON,  undecided 
THANGCHUOILO,  undecided 

BACHELOR  OF  DIVIISITY 
H.  PAUL  CURRIE,  GTE-Lenkurt, 

Atlanta 

MASTER   OF  THEOLOGY 
RALEIGH  HUGH  BURNS,  Director  of 
Henry  County  Mental  Health  Clinic,, 
McDonough,  Georgia 
SOMCHART  CHA-UMTHONG,  return 
to  Korea 

(Continued  on  page  4) 


Graduate's  Relatives 
Killed  on  C.T.S.  Trip 

A  Columbia  graduating  senior,  Gary 
Lee  Bryant,  was  awarded  his  M.  Div. 
degree  in  absentia.  Mr.  Bryant's  grand- 
mother and  younger  sister  were  killed  in 
an  automobile  accident  June  4  while  the 
family  was  enroute  to  his  graduation.  His 
mother  was  seriously  injured  and  suc- 
cessfully underwent  surgery  on  June  5; 
his  father  (the  Rev.  A.  H.  Bryant,  pas- 
tor of  the  Parsons,  W.  Va.,  Presbyterian 
Church)   was  only  slightly  injured. 

During  the  baccalaureate  service  Sun- 
day morning.  President  Richards  noted 
the  "sadness  which  tinges  our  happiness 
and  gratitude  today".  He  went  on  to 
say:  "We  do  not  understand  a  Providence 
such  as  this,  but,  even  through  it,  God 
is  saying  something  to  us,  namely,  that 
always  we  preach  as  dying  men  to  dying 
men  and  we  have  an  urgent  message  to 
deliver." 

A  memorial  service  was  scheduled  for 
Parsons,  W.  Va.,  on  June  7,  and  the 
burials  were  to  be  near  Charleston,  W. 
Va.,  on  June  8. 

NINE  CIS.  STUDENTS 
GET  HONORS,  AWARDS 

Seven  graduates  received  the  M.  Div. 
degree  with  distinction:  Ronald  A.  Bots- 
ford,  Robert  S.  Smith,  Harry  C.  Stafford, 
Bryan  C.  Stamper,  Thomas  Mark  Ver- 
dery,  James  O.  Watkins,  and  Patrick  J. 
Willson. 

The  Wilds  Book  Prize  was  awarded  to 
Senior  Robert  S.  Smith,  and  the  Fuhr- 
man  Prize  went  to  Junior  William  A. 
Bryant,  Jr. 


Mrs.  Ronald  A.  Botsford  receives  her  Master 
of  Patience  and  Pastoral  Preparation  from  her 
husband  at  a  commencement  weekend  reception. 
She  was  one  of  twenty-two  graduates'  wives  so 
honored. 


SENIORS  INITIATE  FUND 
FOR  STUDENTS  PROJECTS 

The  Class  of  1971  has  established  the 
Fund  for  Service  as  a  source  of  "seed 
money"  to  "convert  ideas  into  actions", 
President  Ronald  A.  Botsford  announced 
at  the  commencement  ceremony. 

Columbia  undergraduates  can  draw  on 
the  Fund  to  "initiate,  promote,  and  de- 
velop any  project  designed  for  the  out- 
reach of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
service   to  others". 

The  Fund  was  started  with  more  than 
$1,000  in  gifts  and  pledges.  It  is  hoped 
that  continuing  contributions  will  per- 
petuate the  Fund. 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

EUN-YONG  KIM,  return  to  Korea 
THOMAS  DWIGHT  LINTON 

missionary,  Korea 

YONG  GIL  MAENG,  return  to  Korea 


COLUMB/A  ALUMNUS 
HEADS  W.  VA.  GROUP 

Columbia  graduate  Robert  G.  New- 
man has  been  elected  president  of  the 
West  Virginia  Philosophical  Society.  His 
1971-72  term  of  office  will  be  served 
during  the  society's  twenty-fifth  anniver- 
sary year. 

Dr.  Newman  is  chairman  of  the  re- 
ligion and  philosophy  department  at 
Morris  Harvey  College  (W.  Va.).  He 
received  his  Columbia  Seminary  B.  D. 
degree  in  1961. 


Honorary  Member,  Class  of  1971 

Seven  From  Columbia 
At  General  Assembly 

Seven  Columbia  Seminary  people  are 
scheduled  to  attend  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S. 
(at  press  time). 

President  James  McDowell  Richards 
and  Treasurer  F.  Sidney  Anderson,  com- 
missioners from  Atlanta  Presbytery 
Middler  Ed  Hart,  youth  delegate  from 
Mobile  Presbytery;  Senior  David  Swin- 
dall,  and  C.  O.  Magee,  Pages;  Prof.  A. 
Milton  Riviere,  Diretcor  of  Informa- 
tion Services,  Elizabeth  Andrews,  press 
room,  will  participate  in  the  June  13-18 
meeting  in  Massanetta  Springs,  Va. 
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